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our Armies in the Middle East and elsewhere. All the while the
great convoys have been passing steadily and safely on their course
through the unknown wastes of the oceans, drawing from all parts
of the Empire the forces which will, I trust, enable us to fill in time
the terrible gap in our defences which was opened by the Vichy
French desertion. I shall certainly not make any prophecies about
what will happen when British, Australian, New Zealand, Indian,
and Egyptian troops come to dose grips with the Italian invaders
who are now making their way across the deserts towards them.
All I will say is that we are doing our best and that there as here
we feel a good deal better than we did some time ago.
I do not propose to give the House a detailed account of the
episode at Dakar. I could easily do so in private, but it would be
out of proportion to the scale of events. Moreover, I do not relish
laying bare to the enemy all our internal processes. This operation
was primarily French, and, although we were ready to give it a
measure of support which in certain circumstances might have
been decisive, we were no more anxious than was General de Gaulle
to get involved in a lengthy or sanguinary conflict with the Vichy
French. That General de Gaulle was right in believing that the
majority of Frenchmen in Dakar was favourable to the Free French
movement, I have no doubt; indeed, I think his judgment has
been found extremely surefooted, and our opinion of him has been
enchanced by everything we have seen of bis conduct in circum-
stances of peculiar and perplexing difficulty. His Majesty's
Government have no intention whatever of abandoning the cause
of General de Gaulle until it is merged, as merged it will be, in the
larger cause of France.
There is, however, one part of this story on which I should
like to reassure the House, as it concerns His Majesty's Government
alone and does not affect those with whom we have been working.
The whole situation at Dakar was transformed in a most unfavour-
able manner by the arrival there of three French cruisers and three
destroyers which carried with them a number of Vichy partisans,
evidently of a most bitter type. These partisans were sent to
overawe the population, to grip the defences and to see to the
efficient manning of the powerful shore batteries. The policy which
His Majesty's Government had been pursuing towards the Vichy
French warships was not to interfere with them unless they appeared
to be proceeding to enemy-controlled ports. Obviously, however,
while General de Gaulle's enterprise was proceeding it was specially
important to prevent any of them reaching Dakar. By a series of
accidents, and some errors which have been made the subject
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